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Pastor’s Corner

want to thank you all for your sup-

port as I have journeyed towards

ordination. This process has been
one giant answer to prayer. In other
words, the only way I got to where I am
today is through God answering prayer.
This story began about nine years ago.

I became a banker around the same time
my wife started attending Charleston
Southern. I knew I was not going to be a
banker forever; I was just doing this
while my wife was in school. So at the
onset of my wife’s collelge career, I start-
ed to ask tﬁe question, “What do I want
to be when I grow up?”

About two years into her fourth year of
school, I changed my question to, “What
does God want me to be when I grow
up?” Since God’s calling on people’s
lives is discernable through the commu-
nity, I went out to everyone I knew and
asked what they thought God was call-
ing me to. This entire time I was praying
for guidance and discernment. The ini-
tial feed back I got from people was
mixed, with a few people who said I
should go into ministgl. I dismissed
those ﬁeople because I did not want to
go back to school for a job with a pay cut.

One night at dinner Peyton (my daugh-
ter) said, “Daddy, why don’t you just
become a preacher since your always
talking about Jesus?” That moment
branded me. I initially dismissed her just
as I had other people who recommended
ministry. However, I could not ignore
her words; they stuck with me and
haunted me. God was answering my
prayer for guidance and discernment
right in front of my eyes. After a few
weeks of prayer, I went back to all my
friends and family. This time I asked
them if they thou%ht I was being called
to ministry. They all answered, “Yes!”

While I now had guidance, this was only
the tip of the iceberg. From that moment
on I have been through six intense years
of formation, training, formal education,
interrogation, vetting and more. United
Methodists have one of the most
thorough processes for ordination in the
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Erotestant church. All along the way I
new I could not do it on my own.

For the three years of seminary I was
traveling back and forth from Summer-
ville to Columbia up to five days a week
for class. There were days when I was
out of the house before my family was
awake and they were asleep by the time
I got home. During this time I had to
work at the bank on Saturdays and a
church on Sundays. For over a year and
a half, I was going seven days a week. I
had no strength, energy, or time left for
my family. It was only through God an-
swering prayer that my family was held
together and I made it through semi-
nary.

Prayer delivered me to Epworth. I had
one person at Epworth tell me that I was
an answer to their prayers for Epworth.
This person had geen praying for a
young and energetic pastor. I thanked
this person and informed them that
Epworth has been an answer to my
prayers too. You all have let me be your
pastor. You all have given me space to
grow, thrive and fail. There are congre-
gations that do not welcome inexperi-
enced pastors. God answered my prayer
when God sent me here to Epwortﬁ.

God is faithful, and God answers pray-
ers. The answer might not come how or
when you want it. The answer might
even be something you do not want it to
be. At first, I did not want to be in min-
istry. As it turns out, I was wrong. This
is where I want to be and this is what I
want to be doing. I never though I
could enjoy doing anything as much as I
enjoy being your pastor. God is good!
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EPWORTH UMC and FoLLy BEACH UMC invite all children to gear
up at WORKSHOP OF WONDERS: IMAGINE
”0 AND BUILD WITH GoOD Vacation Bible School.
F '

K & Explore and experience how the ordinary be-

RN , , -
comes extraordinary with God. The fun begins

I Sunday, June 29" and ends Thursday, July 3 .
We will meet nightly from 6:00 PM-8:30 PM in

Pearcy Hall at Epworth UMC. This adventure includes music, Bible

adventures, super science, cool crafts, great food, wonderful games
and more for ages 3 - fifth grade and adults. To be a part of all the ex-
citement at Workshop of Wonders, call Helen McGill @ 843-795-1761,

or visit the church website www.epworth.net .

» WORKSHOP OF WONDERS VBS
SAVE THE DATE:  JUNE 29-JULY 3

TIME: 6:00- 8:30PM
WHERE: EPWORTH UMC
1540 CAMP ROAD
CHARLESTON SC 29412

http://cokesburyvbs.com/epworthumccharleston
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Wnen we pray in faith, we
activate our spiritual nature,

one of holiness and righteousness.
There is not anything we can do to
earn this priceless gift of grace. We can
appeal to God because of Jesus Christ
through the power

of his Holy
Spirit. Every day thank God for the gift
of this privilege. Allow Him to help
you discern truth from error. Pray also
that your local and national leaders
would place their trust in Jesus Christ
to relinquish wrong morals and
exchange them for right ones.

I ould you like to become a |
| prayer warrior? Join us in |
I the Rahab room at 10:00 j

o’clock on Wednesday |

mornings. This is not a closed group. I

f you are standing in the need of pray-

er or know someone who is, come pray
I with us. Jesus said, “Whatsoever you
I ask in my name, you will receive.”

ANSWERED PRAYERS

| would like to share with you my first real petition to
God. I had always prayed the “Now I lay me down
to sleep” and asked for blessings on my loved ones.
But this prayer was different. I was grown and
thought I was very much in love with this young man

and I wanted so badly for him to ask me to be his
only §irl friend. It was not happening; so1 peti-
tioned God to let me forget him and to send me a
knight in shining armor, one that would sweep
me off my feet.

I was jerking sodas at DuBose Drugstore in Bish-
opville, South Carolina when this deep, resonant
voice asked, “A sour lemonade, please.” I took it
as an attention-getter and served him without
comment. The next Saturday he was back. No
conversation between us, but on Wednesday of
the same week he walked in with his broth-
er whom I already knew. His brother said to me,
"Thelma, do you remember me telling you that
there was but one other person better looking
than me? This is my brother Bill."

Well, when I got off from work that night, m
land lady called me to the phone and remarked,
“This is a new voice.” We made a date, and on
the first date in conversation he didn't ask but
told me that he was going to marry me. I replied,
"l guess you tell all the girls that but it will get
you no where with me!" However, it turned out
to be everything I had prayed for. He literally
swept me off my feet. We went to the high school
footgall games, the movies and dinner He wanted
me to meet his grandmother. Then one day he
said, “I'm going to Blythewood Sunday to see my
mother. Will you ride with me?” I did. When the

uy whose girl I wanted to be called, I turned

im down. This turned into a whirlwind court-
ship, and in just eight weeks, he proposed. I in-
troduced him to my family. He was a home on
rotation after spending four years in combat over-
seas.

He was from a broken home and asked me not to
Elan a big wedding because he could not choose

etween his daddy and mother and family as to
whom to invite. I honored his wishes. We en-
gaged a minister to perform the ceremony with
witnesses. We spent our honey moon in the beau-
tiful Fort Sumter Hotel. His daddy lived in
Charleston and this was the first time I met his
dad. We eventually came to Charleston to
live. We had forty-one years together .

It was a while before I realized that this was an-
swered prayer. Why am [ tell-
ing this story? To impress upon [EEremr ey
you the power of prayer. | have e
numerous stories of answered
prayers. I believe in intercesso-
ry prayer and I have recently
experienced a healing that has
taken three months. %t was the power of prayer
that has kept me going. Pray without ceasing.

but the gower OF
prayer Can be

‘experienced’.
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JULY WORSHIP SERVICE
CHANGES
There will be only ONE worship
service for
each Sunday
in JULY.
Please note
changes.
Morning

worship
@ service will
begin at
10:00 AM.

7A POAU
AO

6 Tommy Tyrrell
7 Sandra Maxwell
15 Judith Chapman
16 Paula Barrineau
16 Hank Lane

18 Christine Lewis
20 Peyton Kearns
21 Anne Alster

21 Louise Eckenrod
21 Barbara Picquet
22 Laura Benson
22 Hannah Nelson
24 Billy Baker

26 Jerry Pullen

27 Alberta Chavis
27 Chris Holloway
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THE ROCK Page 7
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 Annual 2 3 4 5 6 7
Conference Annual Annual Annual Contemporl Family an
Contemporar Conference Conference Conference Band Friends G4
Worship 8:44 | Visitation Tg Prayer Meet 6:30 PM Night
Sunday Schd ~_4:00 PM | Boy Scoul " 10:00 AM : 6500 PM
10:00 AM Serenity Al Meeting | Choir Practi :
Traditional Wo ~ Meeting 7:00 PM 7:30 PM
11:15 AM 8:00 PM
8 Contemporal 9 10 11 12 13 14
Worship 8:44 | Visitation T¢  Charlotte] Prayer Meet| Contemporl Family an
Sunday Scho 4:00 PM | Herbert Cif 10:00 AM Band Friends Ga
10:00 AM Serenity Al  10:30 AM  Choir Practi 6:30 PM Night Percy Hall resgrved
Traditional Woi Meeting Boy Scou 7:30 PM 6:00 PM
11:15 AM 8:00 PM Meeting
Cup Delivery 5: 7:00 PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Fat her ( Visitation T¢ Boy Scouts| Prayer Meet| Contempory Family an
Menos 4:00 PM Meeting 10:00 AM Band FriendsGgdg Cr af { er
7:30 AM Carrie Bullq  7:00 PM| Service 6:30 6:30 PM Night Meeting
Contemporar 7:30 PM [ Administral  Choir Practi 6:00 PM 10:00 AM
Worship Serenity Al Council Me 7:30 PM
8:44 AM Meeting 7:30 PM
Sunday Schq ~ 8:00 PM
10:00 AM
Traditional Wol
11:15 AM
22 23 24 25 26 Volunted 27 Family | 28
Contemporar Visitation T{ Boy Scou| Prayer Meet| @ JIO 9:30 | and Friends
Worship 8:44 4:00 PM Meeting 10:00 AM | Contempoll Game Night
Sunday Scho  Serenity Al  7:00 PM| Choir Practi{ Band 6:30 6:00 PM| Percy Hall resgrved
10:00 AM Meeting 7:30 PM for VBS prepgration
Traditional Wol 8:00 PM
11:15 AM Percy Hall resef Percy Hall res{ Percy Hall res
for VBS prepar| for VBS prepd for VBS prep3
Pastor BEen on Vacation
29 30 July 1 2 3 4 5
Contemporar Visitation T¢ Prayer Meet Pearcy HY  5th of
Worship 8:44 4:00 PM |Vacation Bible Sehool 10:00 AM |Vacation Bible School|  reserved f July
Sunday SchOVacation Bible School |  6:00-8:30PM | Vacation Bible School |  6:00- 8:30 PM festival | Festival
10:00 AM | 6:00-830PM Boy Scou|  6:00-8:30 PM Contemporl presentati 11:00 AM
Traditional Wo| Serenity Al  Meeting Choir Practi Band
11:15 AM Meeting 7:00 PM 7:30 PM 6:30 PM
Vacation Bible School 8:00 PM
6:00 - 8:30 PM
OHe has shown vy oAndwhatdoes thekDeetujre ofwbu® To |

act justly and to love mercy and to walkviiurnbly y ou r

God.
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Wel come t o t he

Here® what is going on in Kid® Ministry:

Change is in the air!

We have a new name and theme for our kid& department -The CIA which
stands for Children in Action! What an exciting time for us! We have been
trucking right along with all’ of our plans for our future and current kids and
we would love to share them with youl

We want to know what makes kids want to come to church. How do we draw
them in and keep them coming back for more? Our team has decided to do.
some research and check out other local churches.

Our first visit was to John Wesley in West Ashley. They were so kind and went
out of their way for us. We learned a lot and we are so excited to visit the next
3 churches we have oni our list! Here is our schedule if you would'like to join
us.

June 14: Seacoast- we will leave from the Epworth parking lot at 5:00' PM
June 22: Crossroads- leave at 9:00 AM from Epworth parking lot
June 29: St. James Episcopal - leave at 10:00 AM from Epworth parking lot

You may have already noticed that some of these times coincide with Ep-
worth® Sunday morning programs. With Pastor Ben® blessing, we decided it
was best to observe other churches in action; so we will miss a little bit of Ep-
worth on those Sundays, but we hope to gain a lot.

You may have also noticed as you walked by the kid& room on Sunday morn-
ing that it is looking different. We plan to. make that room more attractive for
kids. We want them to stand at the door and get so excited they want to come
right in'and learn all about Jesus and His great love for them.

During the months of July and August we will be having preview services
which basically means we are going to be trying out all of our ideas that we
picked up from other churches and see which ones work best for us. Then in
September we will have a Grand Opening for the CIA along with' a community.
event to help us get kids interested in what we are doing.

It going to be a fun ride and we hope, a kid-filled one. We humbly ask that
you pray for us as we try to figure all of this stuff out for our kids, current and
future, and for God to bless us with the ability to help expand His kingdom.

If you have any questions, thoughts or you want to be apart of the CIA, feel
free to contact Danielle or Pastor Ben.




